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Introduction

A Cosmic Power Grab

I n AD 1483, two boys vanished without a trace.
They were no ordinary children. They 

were the heirs to the British throne. After 
their father, King Edward IV, died suddenly, 
the boys were taken to the Tower of London for 
“safekeeping” until the older could be crowned. But 
before that coronation ever came, the boys were 
declared illegitimate, their uncle took the throne 
as Richard III, and the young princes were never 
seen again.

Did an uncle, in a grab for power, eliminate his 
closest rivals—his innocent nephews? No one has 
ever proved exactly what happened.

Yet Scripture speaks of a far greater power grab, 
one that reaches beyond any earthly tower. It sets 
two princes against each other: “the prince of this 
world” against “the Prince of life” (John 12:31 KJV; 
Acts 3:15). Long before our planet’s first sunrise, 
an attempt was made to seize the throne of the 
universe. That rebellion did not die out. It matured 
into a campaign of accusation—a war of words—
that still echoes through human history.

It is the cosmic conflict between Christ  
and Satan.
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If you have watched the news, walked through 
a cemetery, sat in a hospital waiting room, or 
carried grief home in your chest, you have felt the 
weight of the same questions:

•	 How can an all-powerful, all-knowing, 
all-righteous God permit humiliating injus-
tice, debilitating disease, and inhumane 
atrocity? 

•	 Did God create evil? If He did, then is He 
truly good? 

•	 And if He did not, then why does He allow 
it to continue?

These are not merely philosophical puzzles. 
They are battlefield questions. The answers will 
shape your trust, your worship, and the direction 
of your life.

Let’s take a journey through Scripture: from 
the origin of the war, through the fall of human-
ity, to the cross where the war was decided, and 
onward to the day when evil will end forever. 
Along the way, the Bible does not ask you to turn 
off your mind. God says, “Come now, and let us 
reason together” (Isaiah 1:18). He invites honest 
questions—and He answers them.
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Part 1 
God, Love, and the 
Universe

T he universe is vast.
When modern telescopes lift our 

gaze beyond our neighborhood of stars, 
they remind us that we live inside a creation too 
large to measure by casual thought. Yet Scripture 
says there is One whose vision is not limited by 
distance or time: “Can you search out the deep 
things of God? Can you find out the limits of the 
Almighty?” (Job 11:7).

Before we can make sense of evil and suffer-
ing, we must first look at who this God is. The Bible 
presses two truths to the front of the conversation.

First, God is Creator. “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). 
This opening line does not leave room for inter-
pretation. God repeats the claim throughout 
Scripture: “I am the LORD, who makes all things” 
(Isaiah 44:24). And the New Testament adds the 
breathtaking detail that creation was brought into 
existence through Christ: “By Him all things were 
created” (Colossians 1:16); “All things were made 
through Him” (John 1:3).
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Second, “God is love” (1 John 4:16). Not 
merely that God loves sometimes, or that love is 
one of His hobbies, but that love is His nature— 
His character.

Here we must slow down, because the word 
“love” is often watered down. Scripture uses a spe-
cific kind of love: agape. This is not a feelings-based 
attachment that rises and falls with mood. Agape 
is a moral, unconditional, and self-sacrificial love. 
It seeks the highest good of others, even at the cost 
to oneself.

This is why the Bible’s portrait of God is so 
radical. God does not love because He is lonely or 
because He needs you to complete Him. God calls 
Himself “I AM” (Exodus 3:14). He is self-existent. 
He does not depend on anything outside Himself 
for life, strength, or survival. That means He does 
not have to take from others to remain God. And 
because He does not need to secure Himself, 
everything He does can be for the good of others.

If you put these truths together, they form a 
simple but profound conclusion: All that God has 
done, all He is doing, and all He will ever do is 
consistent with His nature. He is the all-powerful 
Creator who is also agape love.

And that brings us to God’s government.
Every kingdom has a rule of law. God’s 

kingdom is no different. The foundation of 
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His government is love. Scripture says, “Love 
is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:10). 
God’s law, written down for humanity and most 
clearly expressed in the Ten Commandments 
(Exodus 20:2–17), is not arbitrary. It is a written 
reflection of His character.

When Jesus was asked for the greatest com-
mandment, He did not discard the law. He revealed 
its heart: “You shall love the LORD your God with 
all your heart” and “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself ” (Matthew 22:37–39). This is the logic of 
God’s kingdom: agape love toward God and agape 
love toward others.

If that is so—if the throne of the universe rests 
on love—then why is our world saturated with the 
opposite? Why do we see violence, betrayal, abuse, 
disease, and death?

This is the challenge often called “the problem 
of evil.” Some have argued that if God is willing 
to stop evil but cannot, He is weak; if He can stop 
it but will not, He is cruel. But the Bible offers a 
different frame, one that honors both God’s power 
and His love.

The missing piece is free will.
Try to picture a love that can be forced.  

If someone held you at gunpoint and demanded 
affection, would that be love? If someone bribed 
you to say, “I love you,” would the words carry 
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moral weight? Forced “love” is a contradiction. 
Agape love is voluntary, chosen, and therefore free.

This is why God does not rule the universe as 
a cosmic dictator. He does not create robots that 
cannot choose anything but obedience. He reasons, 
invites, and persuades. Jesus said, “If anyone hears 
My voice and opens the door, I will come in” 
(Revelation 3:20). He knocks. He does not break 
the door down.

And here is the sobering repercussion: If free 
will is real, then rebellion is possible. If love is real, 
then refusal is possible. The law of love creates the 
space for a creature to turn inward, to make self the 
center, to choose selfishness as a way of life.

That is exactly what happened …

Part 2 
The Rebellion

E vil did not begin with God.
The Bible is clear that God takes no 

pleasure in wickedness (Psalm 5:4). The 
first sin did not rise out of God’s heart. It rose out 
of the heart of a created being.

Isaiah speaks of the one who first fell: “How 
you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of 
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the morning!” (Isaiah 14:12). Ezekiel gives the 
same being a detailed description—a lament that 
reaches beyond any earthly king. The prophet 
says, “You were in Eden, the garden of God” 
and “You were the anointed cherub who covers” 
(Ezekiel 28:13, 14). The imagery points to a real 
angelic being who once stood near God’s throne, a 
position of immense privilege.

He was created, not eternal. Yet he was 
created “full of wisdom and perfect in beauty” 
(Ezekiel 28:12). He was not made flawed, or evil, or 
defective. Scripture says, “You were perfect in your 
ways from the day you were created, till iniquity 
was found in you” (v. 15).

What changed? 
The Bible’s diagnosis is unnervingly simple: 

pride. “Your heart was lifted up because of your 
beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake 
of your splendor” (Ezekiel 28:17). Lucifer stopped 
beholding God and began beholding himself. Self 
became the axis of his thoughts.

And pride rarely stays quiet. It develops an 
agenda. Isaiah records his inner manifesto: “I will 
ascend into heaven. I will exalt my throne. ... I will 
be like the Most High” (Isaiah 14:13, 14).

This is the origin of sin. Sin is not 
merely breaking a rule. Sin is lawlessness 
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(1 John 3:4)—a rejection of God’s law of love and 
a replacement of it with the law of self.

That replacement sparked war in heaven.
Revelation reveals the conflict: “War broke 

out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
with the dragon” (Revelation 12:7). The dragon 
is identified: “that serpent of old, called the Devil 
and Satan” (v. 9). The name Michael means “Who 
is like God?” In Scripture, Michael appears as 
a prince and defender of God’s people. When 
the apostle Paul describes the Lord’s return, he 
says it will be “with the voice of an archangel” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). Christ is the One who 
commands the angels. Michael is a title for Christ 
in His role as the Defender.

But notice something crucial: The war is 
described not primarily as swords, but as deception. 
Satan “deceives the whole world” (Revelation 12:9). 
This was a war of words—a polemic against God’s 
character and government.

Lucifer accused God of being unloving, unfair, 
and restrictive. He suggested that God’s law was 
not for the good of His creatures. And because 
angels had never heard a lie before, the lies landed 
with unusual force.

Why, then, did God not immediately destroy 
the rebel?
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Imagine you are an angel watching the early 
stages of this controversy. You hear Lucifer’s 
suspicion-laced accusations. Then, the next day, 
God annihilates him. What happens inside your 
mind? Would you think, “Lucifer was wrong,” or 
would fear take root: “Maybe Lucifer was right, and 
God silenced him”?

Instant destruction could have served as 
coerced “proof ” and would have planted the very 
doubt God sought to heal. God is truth, and “it 
is impossible for God to lie” (Hebrews 6:18). He 
does not win hearts by intimidation. He wins  
by revelation.

So God permitted time. Once an accusation 
is made in the court of the universe, it must be 
answered openly. The universe must be allowed to 
see, through real results, what each government 
produces: love or selfishness, truth or deception, 
life or death.

Lucifer was cast out. He was not appointed as 
the custodian of a fiery underworld; he was expelled 
as a rebel. He is not inherently immortal. Scripture 
says only God has immortality (1 Timothy 6:16). 
And Scripture also foretells the rebel’s end: He will 
be brought to ashes and “never ... be any more” 
(Ezekiel 28:18, 19 KJV).

Yet before that end comes, the conflict moved 
to a new arena.
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Part 3 
The Fall of Humanity

G enesis teaches that the world began 
without evil. Again and again, the cre-
ation account repeats the verdict: God 

saw that what He made “was good.” At the end, 
Scripture says it was “very good” (Genesis 1:31). 

No prisons, no funeral homes, no exploitation, 
no disease, no death.

Then God made something that did not 
exist before in the same way: human beings. 
“Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). This set humanity 
apart. It meant reason, moral responsibility, and  
relational capacity. 

And it meant free will.
In Eden, God placed two trees in the center 

of human life: the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:9). These 
were not magical plants. They were to be public 
symbols of allegiance.

One path was trust and life. The other was 
rebellion and death. God warned, “In the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17). 
The warning only makes sense if Adam and Eve 
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understood what death and evil meant. God did 
not trick them. He informed them so their choice 
would be honest.

Then the deceiver came.
The serpent approached Eve with a question 

designed to plant doubt: “Has God indeed said ...?” 
(Genesis 3:1). The tactic was not merely to deny a 
command, but to destabilize trust in God’s Word.

Then came the direct contradiction: “You will 
not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). And beneath it came 
slander: God was supposedly withholding good, 
keeping humanity from becoming “like God”  
(v. 5). The same ambition Lucifer nursed in heaven 
was now offered as bait on the earth.

Eve looked. She evaluated by her appetite, by 
sight, and by pride. The tree was “good for food,” 
“pleasant to the eyes,” and “desirable to make one 
wise” (Genesis 3:6). These are not merely ancient 
temptations. They are a classic trio: lust of the flesh, 
lust of the eyes, and pride of life (1 John 2:16).

Eve ate.
And Adam, though Scripture indicates he was 

not deceived in the same way (1 Timothy 2:14), 
chose to join her. Love that once reflected God’s 
selfless character collapsed into the self-protecting 
instinct of sin. When confronted, Adam blamed 
Eve and even insinuated blame toward God: “The 
woman whom You gave ...” (Genesis 3:12).
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The result was not the enlightenment Satan 
implied, but shame, fear, and hiding. Their eyes 
were opened, yes, but not into godhood. They 
opened into guilt.

And death entered. “Through one man 
sin entered the world, and death through sin” 
(Romans 5:12). Humanity became mortal. And 
every one of us, in our own ways, has repeated the 
same inward turn. “If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves” (1 John 1:8).

Yet here is a pivotal moment of God’s character.
After the fall, God went looking. “The LORD 

God called... ‘Where are you?’” (Genesis 3:9). God 
did not ask because He lacked information. He 
asked because He was drawing the sinners out 
of hiding, inviting them back into the light. Love 
moves first.

Then God spoke a promise to the serpent, 
a prophecy that became the backbone of human 
hope: There would be a Seed who would be 
wounded in the conflict, yet He would crush the 
serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15).

From the earliest pages of Scripture, God 
announced that the story would not end in Eden’s 
exile. Rescue was not an afterthought. Redemption 
was set before the foundation of the world 
(Ephesians 1:4).
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But how could that rescue be accomplished in 
a universe governed by love and law?

Part 4 
Victory at the Cross

I f you want to know what God is like, begin by 
looking at Jesus. He said, “He who has seen 
Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). The 

Creator stepped into His creation, not as a distant 
observer but as a participant in human weakness. 
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” 
(John 1:14).

The great controversy was never only about 
power. It was about character. Satan accused the 
Creator. God answered, not with threats, but with 
a life.

Before Christ ever carried a cross, His very 
presence on the earth exposed the battle. The devil 
did not simply dislike Jesus. He hated Him.

In the wilderness, the conflict sharpened. 
Jesus, having fasted and grown physically weak, 
faced the devil’s threefold strategy. 
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•	 First came the temptation to use power 
selfishly: Command that the stones be 
bread.

•	 Then came the invitation to presume upon 
God by twisting Scripture. 

•	 Finally came the demand: worship in 
exchange for the world’s kingdoms—
without the cross.

If you listen carefully, you can hear Eden 
again: doubt, distortion of God’s Word, and the 
lure of self-centered gain.

Christ answered each temptation the same 
way: “It is written.” He did not meet deception with 
charisma, nor temptation with negotiation. He met 
it with truth. And the devil left.

This matters because Christ did not come 
merely to show you what temptation looks like. 
He came to show you how love fights: by trusting 
the Father, by obeying the Word, by refusing selfish 
shortcuts.

But the conflict did not end in the wilderness.
The cross is the war’s turning point.
Here the Bible states a blunt reality: Humanity 

was doomed. “The wages of sin is death” 
(Romans 6:23). No amount of human effort could 
erase guilt or reverse their mortality. A broken law 
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cannot be brushed aside without the government 
itself collapsing into injustice.

So Jesus became our Substitute. “The LORD 
has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). 
He did not die as a martyr of mere principle. He 
died as the Lamb of God, bearing the penalty  
of sin.

And the manner of His death was not acci-
dental. It was engineered by deception, hatred, and 
abuse—the fruit of Satan’s government. The prince 
of this world drove a nail through the innocence of 
the Prince of life.

At Calvary, two kingdoms stood side by side.
On one side stood God’s government, revealed 

in a Man who did not retaliate, did not lie, did 
not coerce, and did not abandon the sinners who 
mocked Him. “When He was reviled, [He] did not 
revile in return” (1 Peter 2:23). On the other side 
stood Satan’s government, revealed in betrayal, 
manipulation, false accusation, and murder.

This is why Jesus could say, on the eve of 
His death, “The prince of this world is judged” 
(John 16:11 KJV). In a court of law, judgment 
means the case has been decided. At the cross, 
Satan’s character was exposed beyond repair. The 
universe saw what his rule really produces.

When Jesus cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30), 
it was not only the end of His suffering. It was the 



War in Heaven The ORIGIN of Evil

18 19

decisive verdict on the rebellion. The war, in the 
most essential sense, was over.

And yet, you look around and see that evil  
still exists.

So the question becomes: If the case is settled, 
why does history continue? Why hasn’t God erased 
evil, now that its lies have been unmasked?

The answer returns again to love, law, and free 
will—and to God’s purpose for you.

Part 5 
The End of Evil: 
Probation

A fter His resurrection, Christ commis-
sioned His followers: take the gospel 
to the world (Mark 16:15). Then He 

ascended to heaven, where He “makes inter-
cession” for His people (Romans 8:34). He sent 
the Holy Spirit to convict, teach, and transform 
(John 16:7–14).

Satan, meanwhile, is here with “great wrath, 
because he knows that he has a short time” 
(Revelation 12:12). Having lost the moral case 
at the cross, he turned his fury toward what 
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Christ loves: human beings, and especially the  
faithful church.

So why does God wait? Why not end the 
conflict now?

Jesus answered with a parable.
In the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares 

(Matthew 13), a farmer sows good seed in his 
field. Then an enemy sneaks in and sows weeds 
among the wheat. When the plants begin to 
grow, the servants ask the question that echoes 
every generation: “How then does it have tares?” 
The farmer replies, “An enemy has done this”  
(vv. 27, 28).

Evil does not trace back to a defect in the 
Creator, but to an enemy who rebelled.

The servants want to rip out the weeds. But the 
farmer says no, “lest while you gather up the tares 
you also uproot the wheat” (v. 29). In other words, 
immediate destruction of evil would also destroy 
those still capable of repentance, those still in the 
process of conversion.

So the farmer appoints a harvest time: “Let 
both grow together until the harvest” (v. 30). 
Jesus identifies the harvest as “the end of the age” 
(v. 39). This is not God procrastinating. It is God 
protecting the wheat.

Our lives, then, are not meaningless delay. 
They are on probation.
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Probation is not God waiting to see what you 
will do; He does not lack knowledge. Probation is 
God giving you real time to choose. It is the season 
in which our character is formed.

And like any season, it has an appointed end.
When railroads first stitched distant cities 

together, schedules collided because every town 
kept its own time. Eventually, the problem forced 
a solution: the adoption of standardized time to 
coordinate arrivals and departures. In a similar 
way, Scripture says the universe is moving toward 
an appointed day. God “has appointed a day on 
which He will judge the world” (Acts 17:31). That 
day is not random. It is set to accomplish something 
love must accomplish: the harvest must ripen.

Jesus’ parable assumes what every farmer 
knows. You do not harvest because you are impa-
tient. You harvest because the crop is ready. Pull 
wheat too early, and you ruin it; tear up weeds too 
early, and you uproot wheat with them. So God 
waits, not because He is indifferent to pain, but 
because His purpose is salvation.

This is why Scripture speaks so much about 
transformation. God does not merely want a 
signed agreement. He wants a renewed heart. The 
Spirit of God writes the law on the mind and heart 
(Jeremiah 31:33). The issue is not a checklist; it is 
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allegiance. Do you love God? And if you love Him, 
do you keep His Word? (John 14:23).

The Bible describes this maturity in striking 
language: blameless, faultless, holy. Not because 
God’s people become self-made saviors, but 
because God finishes what He begins. He is able 
“to keep you from stumbling, and to present 
you faultless” (Jude 24). He promises to sanctify 
His people completely (1 Thessalonians 5:23).  
The harvest is the moment when the world sees 
what grace actually produces.

Revelation pictures a final group called 
“firstfruits” (Revelation 14:4). Firstfruits are not 
the only fruits of a harvest, but they are the first 
to ripen, the first ready to be gathered. This group 
is described as following the Lamb wherever He 
goes, with no deceit in their mouth, “without fault” 
before God (vv. 4, 5). The point is not perfection-
ism as a trophy. The point is evidence: God can 
take human beings who once loved sin and recreate 
them into citizens who love righteousness.

Why does that matter so much?
Because the controversy is not being watched 

only by people on Earth.
Scripture repeatedly hints at a wider audience: 

angels, principalities, and other created intelli-
gences. Paul says we have been made “a spectacle” to 
the world, to angels and to men (1 Corinthians 4:9). 



War in Heaven The ORIGIN of Evil

22 23

Jesus spoke of leaving the ninety-nine to retrieve 
the one lost sheep (Luke 15:4). Earth is the lost 
world, the outbreak zone of rebellion. Heaven 
has not been ignoring our suffering; it has been 
watching God’s answer to suffering unfold.

From the perspective of an unfallen world, a 
difficult question would naturally arise: If humans 
have lived under the devil’s lies, if we have shown 
ourselves capable of crucifying the Creator, are we 
safe to bring into the wider universe? Will sin break 
out again somewhere else?

God’s answer is not to wave away the concern. 
His answer is to make His saving work visible. He 
forms a people who, by grace, demonstrate that 
loyalty is real and lasting—that love can be chosen 
and that the law of love can be written in the heart. 
The firstfruits are living proof that redeemed 
humanity is safe to save.

At the same time, the tares mature.
Evil does not stand still. It also ripens. As the 

end approaches, Scripture warns of a growing 
polarization: true worship versus coerced worship; 
obedience that flows from love versus lawlessness 
that wears religious clothing. Revelation describes 
a final surge of deception in which Satan again uses 
the tools that have always been his favorites: intim-
idation, propaganda, and force (Revelation 13). 
When sin reaches its full maturity, it becomes 
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openly murderous, demanding worship and pun-
ishing those who will not comply.

This is one reason the law of God becomes a 
focal point near the end. Satan’s oldest accusation 
is that God’s law is unfair and cannot be kept. 
But when the Spirit writes that law in the heart of 
willing believers, it exposes that lie. A transformed 
life does not earn salvation; it reveals the Savior.

And God does not judge people as though 
they all had equal light.

Scripture teaches that accountability is 
measured by knowledge and opportunity. “To 
him who knows to do good and does not do it, to 
him it is sin” (James 4:17). Jesus spoke of differing 
“stripes” in judgment based on what a person 
knew (Luke 12:47, 48). God is a just Judge, and 
His justice is not blind to circumstance.

So probation has two sides. It is the time God 
gives you to choose Christ, and it is the time God 
gives the world to see Christ in His people.

Here is the practical reality: Humans are not 
only tempted; we are accused.

The Bible peels back the curtain to show 
Satan’s role as “the accuser of our brethren” 
(Revelation 12:10). In Zechariah’s vision, Joshua 
the high priest stands before the Angel of the 
Lord—identified as the Lord Himself—while Satan 
stands at his right hand “to oppose” (Zechariah 3:1). 
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Joshua represents God’s people. He is clothed in 
filthy garments, a symbol of guilt.

Satan’s accusations are not always fabricated. 
Often, they are painfully accurate. Yes, we have 
sinned. Yes, we have broken God’s law.

But look at what Christ does. He rebukes the 
accuser. He then removes Joshua’s filthy garments 
and clothes him in clean robes (Zechariah 3:2–4). 
The message is simple: Confession and faith do not 
earn salvation; they receive it. “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive” (1 John 1:9).

So do not misunderstand probation. It is not 
a season in which God is reluctant to save. It is a 
season in which He is actively saving—interceding, 
convicting, cleansing, and forming Christ’s charac-
ter in His people.

And this is why Satan fights so fiercely. If God 
can take a sinner and, by grace, transform that 
person into a loyal citizen of the kingdom of love, 
then Satan’s case against God collapses in the eyes 
of the universe.

This is also why Scripture warns against 
discarding God’s law.

Some have been taught that obedience is 
legalism, that the Ten Commandments no longer 
matter. But Revelation pictures the dragon enraged 
with those “who keep the commandments of 
God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” 
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(Revelation 12:17). Satan does not rage against a 
law that is irrelevant.

To be clear, the Bible does not teach that we 
are saved by good works. We are saved by grace 
through faith (Ephesians 2:8, 9). But grace does not 
leave the heart unchanged. When God saves, He 
also recreates. “We are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works” (v. 10). Fruit does 
not purchase life, but it does reveal which root  
is living.

The conflict is also visible in suffering.
In the book of Job, Scripture depicts a scene 

in which representatives of other worlds appear 
before God, and Satan appears as well (1:6). When 
asked where he has been, Satan answers that he 
has been walking on the earth, claiming dominion. 
Then Satan accuses Job’s motives: Job does not love 
God; he loves God’s gifts.

God permits Satan, within limits, to test his 
accusation. Satan steals, destroys, and kills. Then 
he strikes Job’s body with a painful disease. Yet 
Job clings to God: “Though He slay me, yet will 
I trust Him” (Job 13:15). Job is confused, yes. He 
is grieving, yes. But he refuses to interpret God 
through Satan’s lies.

The point is not that God enjoys suffering. 
The point is that the enemy is real, his accusations 
are strategic, and God, even when He permits 
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trial, preserves life and ultimately restores. Satan 
destroys; God saves.

Meanwhile, the gospel goes forth as a witness. 
Jesus said, “This gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the world as a witness... and then 
the end will come” (Matthew 24:14). The gospel 
is evidence. It is proof. It is the public display of 
Christ’s power to save sinners and make them new.

When the harvest comes, it will not be 
arbitrary. Wheat will be wheat. Tares will be tares. 
Character will have matured.

Then Christ will come.

Part 6 
The End of Evil:  
The Last Judgment

T he Second Coming is not a secret. It is 
the harvest.

“The Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). The dead in Christ will rise. 
The living righteous will be changed “in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Corinthians 15:52).
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That instant change is physical, not moral. 
Character is not rewritten at the last second. 
Revelation states the solemn reality of settled 
identity: “He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; 
... he who is righteous, let him be righteous still” 
(Revelation 22:11).

At Christ’s return, the righteous ascend with 
Him. The wicked are slain. The earth becomes 
desolate, a prison of circumstances. Satan is bound, 
not because he is in chains, but because he has no 
one left to deceive (Revelation 20:1–3).

Scripture does not soften what happens to the 
rebellious at the advent. It describes the wicked 
being slain by the glory and word of Christ 
(Isaiah 11:4; Revelation 19:21). This is not Christ 
losing His temper after centuries of patience. It is 
the inevitable collision of sin with the unveiled 
presence of the Holy One. The same God who 
once hid His glory in a manger will, at last, appear 
as King.

To the faithful, His coming is deliverance. To 
the unrepentant, it is exposure.

Then comes the millennium.
During this thousand-year period, the saved 

reign with Christ and participate in a review of 
judgment (Revelation 20:4; 1 Corinthians 6:2, 3). 
This is not the saints deciding who gets saved. God 
has already rendered His judgment. This is God 
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granting transparency. He gives His people time 
to see, for themselves, that His judgments are just.

Jesus promised, “I go to prepare a place 
for you. … I will come again and receive you to 
Myself ” (John 14:2, 3). During the millennium, 
that promise is fully enjoyed. The redeemed are 
with Christ. The deceiver is confined to a ruined 
world. The contrast could not be sharper: one 
kingdom built on love and truth, the other col-
lapsing into emptiness when lies have no one left 
to consume.

If you have ever wondered whether God is 
fair, the millennium is God’s answer: He opens the 
record books for all to see.

After the millennium, the final scene unfolds.
The holy city descends. The lost are resur-

rected. And Satan, true to his nature, attempts 
deception again, gathering the lost for battle 
against the beloved city (Revelation 20:7–9).  
A thousand years of reflection does not change the 
heart that clings to sin. The same coercive spirit 
rises again.

And then God does something astonishing.
He opens the books before everyone. “I saw 

the dead, small and great, standing before God, 
and books were opened” (Revelation 20:12). This 
is not God scrambling for evidence. It is God 
displaying evidence. Hidden things are brought to 
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light. Motives, choices, convictions resisted, mercy 
rejected—the record stands.

At this point, no one is guessing about God’s 
intentions. The lost see, in detail, how often they 
were warned, how patiently they were pursued, 
how repeatedly light was offered. God brings “to 
light the hidden things of darkness” and reveals 
the counsels of hearts (1 Corinthians 4:5). The 
truth is not wielded as humiliation; it is displayed 
as vindication. God’s judgments are not corrupt, 
and His mercy was not scarce.

And in a moment of universal clarity, “every 
knee shall bow” and “every tongue shall confess” 
(Romans 14:11; Philippians 2:10, 11). Even the lost 
concede what Satan spent millennia denying: God 
is just. God is true. God has done everything that 
could be done without violating free will.

This is the great acquittal of God’s character.
From the beginning, Satan has accused God 

of lying, of selfishness, of tyranny. But when the 
controversy ends, the universe will know: God’s 
government is love, God’s law is righteous, and 
God’s patience was salvation.

Then comes the strange work, the “unusual 
act” of judgment (Isaiah 28:21). Fire comes 
down and devours the wicked. The devil is 
destroyed. Death itself is cast into the lake of 
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fire (Revelation 20:9, 10, 14). This is “the second 
death”—final, permanent, with no resurrection.

The Bible teaches that punishment is not a 
chaotic burst of rage. It is measured. God gives to 
“each according to his works” (Matthew 16:27). 
Jesus described differing degrees of accountability 
(Luke 12:47, 48). In that sense, the final fire is just 
as the judgment is just. Yet even when justice is 
done, God’s heart is not cruel. Scripture calls this 
His unusual act because destruction is foreign to 
the One whose nature is love.

Hell is not an eternal torture chamber admin-
istered by Satan. Hellfire is the means by which 
evil is incinerated and removed. Scripture says the 
wicked become ashes (Malachi 4:3). And the rebel 
who began the war is brought to an end: “never 
shalt thou be any more” (Ezekiel 28:19 KJV).

Why does God do it this way?
Because God will not violate the choices 

creatures have made. Those who cling to sin, who 
insist on the law of self, will not be forced into the 
kingdom of love. God does not save by coercion. 
He saves by truth and invitation.

And once evil is gone, God makes all things 
new. “Behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth” (Isaiah 65:17). “There shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 
more pain” (Revelation 21:4). No more temptation, 
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no more lies, no more abuse, no more injustice. 
The conflict ends, not because God becomes less 
loving, but because love finally secures the universe 
against rebellion.

Notice what Scripture emphasizes about that 
future. It is not merely that pain is removed. It is that 
God is near. “The tabernacle of God is with men, 
and He will dwell with them” (Revelation 21:3). 
The same God who walked in Eden will again dwell 
with His people, not as a visitor knocking at the 
door, but as a King at home with His family. The 
law of love will not be posted on stone tablets as 
a warning sign. It will be written in hearts as the 
natural way of life.

If you worry about those who die before the 
Second Coming, Scripture offers both comfort 
and proof. Jude records a dispute between Michael 
and the devil over the body of Moses (Jude 9). 
The details are brief, but the message is strong: 
Satan accuses; Christ advocates. Moses, though 
imperfect, is raised. The Savior does not forget the 
faithful. He holds their record secure and will raise 
them at the last day.

So, where does this leave you?
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YOUR CHOICE

This cosmic conflict began with a lie. It ends 
in truth.

Satan says sin is freedom: It looks good, feels 
good, tastes good, and leads to life. 

God says sin is slavery and death. “The wages 
of sin is death.” God does not say this to threaten 
you; He says it to rescue you.

And God is clear about His heart: “I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezekiel 33:11).

So the matter comes down to love and 
allegiance.

God sets before you life and death and urges 
you to choose life (Deuteronomy 30:19). He offers 
forgiveness through the cross and transformation 
through the Spirit. “He who has the Son has life” 
(1 John 5:12).

The God of love will not force you when it 
comes to your place in the cosmic conflict. 

He will tell you the truth. He will knock. He 
will call. He will pursue. He will provide every 
reason to trust Him.

But He leaves the choice to you.


